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INTRODUCTION.

Very soon after the Treaty of Peace, by which the Independence of the
United States was recognised by the Government from which they had
effected their separation, the want of a general superintending power over
commerce, with the correlative power of taxation, was almost universally
felt, and very generally deplored by the inhabitants of all the States,
though not to the same extent in all. .

Tt was casier to see the defect, and to feel the evils which flowed from_it,
than to provide the remedy. Intelligent citizens, however, soon busied
themselves in devising the means of forming a Union, which should pos-
sess the requisite authority, and become the foundation of certain and
durable prosperity.

Of the manner in which this desirable object was consummatt_ad, the
following brief account is condensed from Marshall's Life of Washington,
the most authentic history of that period: ‘

While the advocates for Union were exerting themselves to impress its
necessity on the public mind, measures were taken in Virginia, which,
though originating in different views, terminated in a proposition for a
general Convention to revise the state of the Union.

To form a compact relative to the navigation of the rivers Potomac
and Pocomoke, and of pari of the bay of Chesapeake, commissioners were
appointed by the Legislatures of Virginia and Maryland, who assembled
in Alexandria, in March, 1785. While at Mount Vernon on a visit, they
agreed to proposc to their respective Governments the appointment of
other commissioners, with power to make conjoint arrangements, to
which the assent of Congress was to be solicited, for maintaining a naval
force in the Chesapeake; and to g#tablish a Tariff of duties on imports,
to which the laws of both States should conform. When these proposi-
tions received the assent of the Legislature of Virginia, an additional
resolution was passed, directing that which respected the duties on im-
ports to be communicated to all the States in the Union, who were invited
to send deputies to the meeting.

On the 2lst of January, 1786, a few days after the passage of these
resolutions, another was adopted by the same Legislature, appointing cer-

tain commissioners, “who were to meet such as might be appointed by
2
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the other States in the Union, at a time and place to be agreed on, io
take into consideration the trade of the United States; to examine the
relative situation and trade of the said States; to consider how far a uni-
form system in their commercial relations may be necessary to their com-
mon interest and their permanent harmony; and to report to the several
States such an act relative to this great object, as, when unanimously *
ratified by them, will enable the United States, in Congress assembled,
effectually to provide for the same.”

In the circular letter transmitting these resolutions to the respective
States, Annapolis, in Maryland, was proposed as the place, and the ensuing
Septcmber as the time, of mecting.

The Convention at Annapolis was attended by commissioners from
only five States, [New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and
Virginia.] These, after appointing Mr. Dickinson their Chairman,
proceeded to discuss the objects for which they had convened. Perceiv-
ing that morc ample powers would be required to effect the beneficial
purposes which they contempluted, and hoping o procure a representation
from a greater number of States, the Convention determined to rise without
coming to any specific resolutions on the particular subject which had been
referred to them. Previous to their adjournment, however, they agreed on
a Report to be made to their respective States, in which they represented
the necessity of extending the revision of the federal system to all its de-
fects, and recommended that Deputies for that purpose be appointed by
the several Legislaturcs, to mect in Convention in the city of Philadelphia,
on the second day of the ensuing May.

The reasons for preferring a Convention to a discussion of this subject
in Congress, were stated to be, “that, in the latter body, it might be too
much interrupted by the ordinary business before them, and would, be-
sides, be deprived of the valuable counsels of sundry individuals who
were disqualified by the constitution or laws of particular States, or by
peculiar circumstances, from a seat in that assembly.”

A copy of this Report was transmitted to Congress in a letter from the
Chairman, stating the inefficacy of the Federal Government, and the ne-
cessity of devising such further provisions as would render it adequate to
the exigencies of the Union.

On receiving this Report, the Legislaturc of’ Virginia passcd an act for
the appointment of Deputies, to meet such as might be appointed by other
States; to assemble in Convention at Philadelphia, at the time, and for the
purposes specified in the recommendation from the Convention which had
met at Annapolis.

At the time and place appointed, the Representatives of twelve States
convencd. In Rhode lsland alone, a spirit sufficiently hostile to every
species ol reform was found, to prevent the election of Deputies on an
occasion so generally decmed momentous. Having unanimously chosen
General WasHINGTON for their President, the Convention proceeded, with
closed doors, to discuss the interesting and extensive subject submitted to
their consideration.

On the 17th of September, the Constitution was presented to the
American public. The instrument, with.its accompanying resolutions,
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was, by the unanimous order of the Convention, transmitted to Congress
in the following letter:

In ConvenrtiON, September 17,1787,
Sir:
We have now the honor to submit to the consideration of the United States in Congress
assembled, that Constitution which has appeared to us the most advisable.

The [riends of our country have long seenand desired that the power of making war, peace,
and treaties, that of levying money, aud regulating commerce, and the correspondent executive
and judicial authoritics, should be fully and effectually vested in the General Governnent of
the Union; but the impropriety of delegating such extensive trust to one body of men is evident:
hence results the necessity of a different organization.

It is obviously impracucable in the Federal Government of these States to secure all rights
of independent sovereignty to each, and yet provide for the interest and safety of all. Indivi-
duals entering into society must give up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. 'The magnitude
of the sacrifice must depend as well on situation and circumstance, as on the object to be
obtained. It is at all times difficult to draw with precision the line between those rights which
wust be surrendered, and those which may be preserved; and, on the present occasion, this
difficulty was increased by a difference among the several States as to tﬁeir situation, extent,
habits, and particular interests.

In all our deliberations on this subject, we kept steadily in our view that which appears to
us the grealest interest of every true American, the consolidation of our Union, in which is
involved our prosperity, felicity, safety—perhaps our national existence. This important con-
sideration, seriously and deeply impressed on our minds, led each State in the Convention to be
less 1igid on points of inferior magnitude than might have been otherwise expected; and thus
the Constitution which we now present is the result of a spirit of amity, and of that mutual
deferenceand concession, which the peculiarity of our political situation rendered indispensable,

That it wiil meet the full and entire approbation of every State is not, perhaps, to be expected;
but each will, doubtless, consider, that had her interest alone been consulted, the consequences
might have been particularly disagrecable or injurious to others; that it is liable to as few excep-
tions ag could reasonably have been expected, we hope and believe; that it may promote the
lasting wellare of that Country so dear to us all, and secure her freedom and happiness, is our
most ardent wish,

‘With great respect, we have the honor tobe, sir, your excellency’s most obedient and humble
servants. By the nnanimous order of the convention,

GEO. WASHINGTON, President.

His Excellency the President of Congress.

Congress resolved, unanimously, that the Report, with the letter ac-
companying it, be transmitted to the several Legislatures, in order to be
submitted to a Convention of Delegates chosen in each State by the People
thereof.

After a discussion of the Constitution in the Conventions of the seve-
ral States, during which its ultimate fate hung for some time in dubious
and painful suspense, the Conventions of eleven out of the thirteen States
assented to, and ratified the Constitution in the following form;
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES,
AS ORIGINALLYV ADOPTED.*

‘WE, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote the gencral
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and esta-
blish this constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I.—srcrioN L.

1. All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

SECTION £,

1. The House of Representatives shall be composed of members chosen every second year
by the people of the several States; and the electors in each State shall have the qualifications
requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature.

2. No person shall be a Representative who shall not have altained to the age of twenty-five
gears,_and beeli seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected,

e an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.

3. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which
may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall be deter-
mined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including those bound to service for a
term of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons, The actual
epumeration shall be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress of the
United States, and within every subsequent term of (en years, in such manner as they shall by
law direct. The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but
each State shall have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the
State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three; Massachusetts eight; Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations one; Connecticut five; New York six; New Jersey four; Pennsyl-
vania eight; Delaware one; Maryland six; Virginia ten; North Carolina five; South Carolina
five; and Georgia three. ) ] .

4, When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the executive authority
thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. .

5. The House ol Representatives shall choose their Speaker, and other officers, and shall
have the sole power of impeachment,

SECTION 3.

1. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State,
chosen by (he Legislature thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote.

2. Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall
be divided, as equally as may be, into three classes. The seats of the Scnators of the first
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second year, of the second class at the expiration
of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the sixth year, so that oue-thivd
may be chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, during
the recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary appoint-
ments until the next meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.

3. No person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and
been nine years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant
of that State for which he shall be chosen. )

4. The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have
no vote, unless they be equally divided. i .

5. 'The Senate shall choose their other officers, and also a Presideut pro tempore, in the
absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the office of President of the United
States, ) L

6. The Senate shall have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that
purpose, they shall be on oath or aflicmation. When the President of the United States is
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside; and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence
of two-thirds of the members present.

7. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from office,
and disquahfication to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust, or profit, under the United
States; but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial,
judgment, and punishment, according to law.

* The Amendments subsequently adopted, and which are now a part of the Constitution, will be found
in the Appendix, at the close of this volume.
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SECTION 4.

1. The times, places, and manner of holding elections for Senators and Representatives,
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may, at any time,
by law, make or alter such regunlations, except as to the places of chovsing Senators.

2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be on
the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

SECTION 5,

1. Each House shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of its own
members; and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num-
ber may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent
members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as each House may provide.

2. Each House may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disor-
derly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

3. Each House shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the
same, excepting such parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of
the members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of one-ﬁt{h of those pre-
sent, be entered on the journal, ’

4, Neither House, during the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other,
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses
shall be sitting. .

SECTION 6.

1. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their services, to be
ascertained by law, and paid out of the treasury ol the United States. They shall, in all cases,
except treason, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their attend-
ance at the session of their rgsEective Houses, and in going to or returning from the same; and
for any speech or debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other place.

2. "No Senator_ or Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be
appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United States, which shall have been
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been increased during such time; and no person
holding any office under the United States shall be a member of either House during his con--
tinuance in oflice,

SECTION 7.

1. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the
Senate may propose or concur with amendments, as on other bills.

2. Every bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate shall,
before it become a law, be presented to the President of the United States; if he approve, he
shall sign it; but if not, he shall retarn it, with his objections, to that House in which it shall
have originated, who shall enter the objections at Jarge on their journal, and proceed to recon-
sider it. If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of that House shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, aud, il approved by two-thirds of that House, it shall become a [aw. But in all
such cases the votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the
person voting for and against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each House respec-
tively. If any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten days (Sundays excepted)
after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had
signeld it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall not
be a law.

3. Every order, resclution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the Senate and House of
Representatives may be necessary, (except on a question of adjournment,) shall be presented
to the President of the United States; and befove the same shall take effect, shall be approved
by him, or, being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and House
of Representatives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

SEOTION 8.

The Congress shall have power— .

1. Tolay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts, and provide for
the common defence and general wellare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, and
excises, shall be uniform throughout the United States:

2. To borrow money on the credit of the United States:

3. To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the
Indian tribes:

4, To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject of bank-
ruptcies thronghout the United States:

5. To coin money, regulate Lhe value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of
weights and measures:

6. To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the
United States:
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7. To establish post offices and post roads: ] o )

8, To promote the progress of science and usclul arts, by securing, for llml_ted times, ta
authors and inventors, the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries:

9, To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; to deline and punish piracies and
felonies committed on the hizh seas, and ofiences against the law of nations: )

10. To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, nnd make rules eoncerning cap-
tures on land and water:

11. ‘To raise and support ariniess but ne appropriation of money to that use shall be for a
longer term than two years:

12. To provide and maintain a navy:

13. To make rules for the government anil regulation of the land and paval forces:

14. To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur-
reclions, and repel invasions: .

15. To provide lor organiz.ing, arming, and disciplining_ ihe militia, and for governing such

part of them as may be employed in the service of the Uniled States, reserving to the States
respectively the appointment_of the officers, aml the authority of training the militia accord-
ing to the discipline prescribed by Congress:
16, To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsacver, over such disirict (not exceed-
ing ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular States, and (he acceptance of Congress,
become the seat of Governinent of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all
places purchased, by the consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall be, for
the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dockyards, and other needful buildings: and,

17. 'T'o make all laws which shall be necessary and proper lor carrying into execution the
foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this consutution in the Government of the
United States, or in any department or oflicer thereof.

SECTION 9.

1. The migration or importation of such persons as any of the States now existing shall think

Eroper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year one thousand eight

undred and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten
dollars for each person.

2. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases
of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may vequire it.

3. No bill of attainder, or ex post fucto law, shall be passed.

4. No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census or enu-
meration hereinbefore directed to be taken. .

6. No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State; no preference shall be
given bf' any regulation ol commerce or revenue to the ports of one State over those of another;
nor shall vessels bound to or from one State be obliged to enler, clear, or pay duties in another.

6. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in consequence ()F appropriations made
by law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public money
all be published from time to time.

7. No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States, and_no person holding any
office of profit or trust under them shall, without the consent of the Congress, accept of any
gresent, emolument, office, or title of any kind whatever, hiom any King, Prince, or foreign

tate.
sperron 10,

1. Np State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; grant leiters of marque
and reprisal; coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold and silver coin a tender
in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obliga-
tion of contracts; or grant any title of nobility.

2. No State shall, without the consent of the Congress, lay any tmposts or duties on imports
or exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the
net produce of all duties and imposts laid by any State on Jml)urts or exports, shall be for the
use of ihe treasury of the United Stales, and all such laws shall be subject to the revision and
control of the Congress, No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of ton-
nage, keep troops or ships of war in time ol peace, enter into any agreement or compact with
another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in such
imminent danger as will not admit ol delay.

ARTICLE Il.—skcTioN 1.

1. The exzcutive power shall be vested ina President of tlic United States of America. He
shall hold his office during the term of four years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen
for the same term, be elected as follows:

9. Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number
of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may
be entitled in the Congress; but no Senater or Representative, or person holding an office of
trust or profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

3. "The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for two persons, of
whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shalt
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thake a list of all the persons voted for, and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall
gign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the Government of the United States,
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of
the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such num-
ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be more thau one who
have such majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall
immediately choose, by ballot, one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then
from the five highest on the list the said House shall, in like manner, chouse the President.
But, in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation from each
State having one vate; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from
two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every
case, after the choice of the President, the persou having the greatest number of votes of the
electors shall be the Vice President. Butif there should remain two or more who have equal
votes, the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice President.

4. The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which they
shall give their votes; wY\ich day shall be the same throughout the United States,

5. No person, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of
the adoption of this constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shall any

erson be eligible to that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and
een fourteen years a resident within the United States. ]

6. In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, or inability
to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice Presi-
dent; and the Congress may, by law, provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or
inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act as Pre-
ls;’idept; and such officer shall act accordingly until the disability be remnoved, or a President shall

e elected.

7. The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation, which shall
neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he shall have been elected, and
ht? shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or any of
them.

8. Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath or affirma-
tion:
9. “Idosolemnly swear (or aflirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of
the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the consti-
tution of the United States.”
SECTION 2.

1. The President shall be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States,
and of the militia of the several States when called into the actual service of the United States;
he may require the opinion. in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive depart-
ments, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices; and he shall have power
to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the Uniled States, except in cases of im-
peachment.

2. He shall have power, by and with tlie advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties,
provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other public inisters, and
consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United States whose appoint-
ments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law. But the
Congress may, by law, vest the appointment of such inferior officers as they think proper in the
President alone, in the courts of law, orin the heads of departments,

3. The President shall have power to fill up all vacaucies that may happen during the recess
of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their next session.

SECTION 3.

1. He shall, from time to time, give to the Congress information of the state of the Union,
and recommend to their consideration such ineasures as he shall jndge necessary and expedient;
he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and, in case of
disagreement between them, with respect to the time of adjournment, he inay adjourn them to
such time as he shall think proper; he shall veceive ambassadors and other public ministers; he
shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed; and shall comimission all the officers of the
United States.

SECTION 4,

L. The President, Vice President, and all civil officers of the United States, shall be removed
from office on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and

misdemeanors.
ARTICLE III.—secTiON 1.

1. The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in
such inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The judges,
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both of the Supreme and 1nferior courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior; and shall,
at stated times, receive for their services a compensation which shall not be diminished during
their continuance in office.

. SECTION 2.

1. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and equity arising under this consti-
tution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be made, under their
authority; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls; to all cases of
admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party;
to controversies between two or more States; between a State and citizens of another State,
between citizens of different States, between citizens of the same State claiming lands under
grants of different States, and between a State, or the citizens thereofl, and foreign States, citi-
zens, or subjects.

2. In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and consuls, and those in which
a State shall be a party, the Supreme Court shall have ori inal jurisdiction, In all the other
cases before mentioned the Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and
fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations, as the Congress shall make.

3. The trial of all crimes, excepl in cases ol impeachinent, shall be by jury, and such trial
shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall have been committed; but when not com-
mitted within any State, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may by law
have directed.

SECTION 3.

1. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against them, or in
adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason
unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open court.

9. The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason; but no attainder of
treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV,—skcrion 1.

. L. Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, records, and judicial
proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may, by general laws, prescribe the man-
ner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof,

SECTION 2.

1. The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens in
the several States,

2. A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, who shall flee from
justice and be found m another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority of the State
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.

3. No person held to service or labor in one State under the laws thereof, escaping into
another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service
or labor; but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due.

SECTION 3.

1, New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be
formed or erected wilKin the jurisdiction of any other State, nor any State be formed by the
junction of two or more States, or parts of States, without the consent of the Legislatures of the
States concerned, as well as of the Congress.

2. The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations
respecting the tecritory or other property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this
constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any
particular State.

SECTION 4.

1. The United States shall guaranty to every State in this Union a republican form of
Government, and shall protect each of them against invasion; and, on application of the Legis-
lature, or of the Executive, (when the Legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.

1. The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall pre-
pose amendments to this constitution; or, on_the application of the Legislatures ol two-thirds
of the several States, shall call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in either case,
shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of this constitution, when ratified by the Legis-
latures ol three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the
one or the other mede of ratification may be proposed by the Congress: Provided, That no
amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, shall
in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and that
no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.
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ARTICLE VI

1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, before the adoption of this constitution,
shall be as valid against the United States under this constitution as under the confederation.

2, This constitution, and the laws of the United States which shall be made in pursuance
thereol, and all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the United States,
shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any
thing in the constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding.

3. 'The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several
State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of the
several States, shall be bound by oath or’affirmation to support this constitution; but no religious
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VIL

1. The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the establishiment
af this constitution between the States so ratifying the same.

Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States present, the seventeenth day of

September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, and
of the independence of the United States of America the twelfth. In witness whereof

we have heveunto subscribed our names.
GEORGE WASHINGTON,
President and deputy from Virginia.

DELAWARE.
George Read,

Gunning Bedford, Jun.
John Dickinson,

NEW HAMPSHIRE.
John Langdon,
Nicholas Gilman.

N MASSACHOSETTS. Richard Bassett,

Nathaniel Gorham, Tacob Brovm

Rulus King. . ’
CONNECTICUT. MARYLAND,

William Samue S James McHenr B
Rolgell.arsnhel.nl,?]]aunt_l Johnson, Daniel of St. T?l’(’). Jeniler,

Daniel Carroll.

NEW YORK.
Alexander Hamillon.

NEW JERSEY.
William Livingston,
David Brearly,
‘William Patterson,
Jonathan Dayton.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Mifflin,
Robert Morris.
George Clymer,
Thomas Fitzsimons,
Jared Ingersoll,
James Wilson‘,
Governeur Morris.

Atlest,

VIRGINIA,
John Blair,
James Madison, Jun.

NORTH OAROLINA.
William Blount,
Richard Dobbs Spaight,
Hugh Williamson.

SOUTH CAROLINA.
John Rutledge,
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney,
Charles Pinckney,
Pierce Butler.
GEORGIA.
William Few,
Abraham Baldwin.

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.

The preparatory measures having been taken for bringing the consti-
tution into operation, and the necessary elections of Representatives,
Senators, President, and Vice President, having been held, nothing re-

mained to start it into life but the assembly and organization of the two
Houses of Congress.
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SEnATE,]

Proceedings.

[Areir, 1789,

ceeded, by ballot, to the choice of a President,
for the sole purpose of opening and counting the
votes for President ot the United States,

Joun LaNGpoN was elected.

Ordered, That Mr. Eriswontu inform the
House of Representatives that a quorum of the
Senate is formed; that a President is elected for
the sole purpose of opening the certificates, and
counting the votes of the electors of the several
States in the choice of a President and Vice-
President of the Uniled Slates; and that the
Senate 1s now ready, in the Senale chamber, to
proceed, in the presence of the House, to dis-
charge that duty; and that the Senate have ap-
pointed one of their members to sit at the clerk’s
table to make a list of the votes as they shall be
declared; submitting it to the wisdom of the
House to appoint one or more of their members

-for the like purpose.

Mr. Evisworrir reported that he had deliver-
ed the message; and Mr, Bouninor, from the
House of Representatives, inforined the Senate
that the House is ready forthwith to meet them,
to attend the opening and counting of the votes
of the electors of the President and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States.

The Speaker and the members of the House
of Representatives attended in the Senate cham-
ber; and the President elccted for the purpose
of counting the voles, declared that the Senale
and House of Representatives had met, and (hat
he, in their presence, had opened and counted
the votes of the cleclors for President and Vice
President of the United States, which were as
follows:

A o
§1.18| %1511 .. &~
ol O (SRR A (o] an g
&TATES. SEIEIENEE Nk g,gg
daHEEEE NS
] =l&iala
A SRS e
SR EE M EE
= Q [5) 8
SIEI5IEIE15|212 5|6 15(5
(IS AR I Y e g -
New Hampshire, | 5 5§
Massachusctts, - |10/10
Connecticut,, | 7|5
New Jersey, ~1 6l 1]-|5
Pennsylvama, - 10| 8j- -2
Delaware, -1 3-1-13
Maryland, -6 --1-1-] 6 j
Virginia, - frof s)-f 1l |- 8 |
South Carolina, - | 7]-|-|-|1|-|-]| 6
Georgia, 1 I P I P A R I S TR TR
U
Total, - (69|34| 2{ 9| 4] 6| 3| 6, 2 1| 1| 1
|

Whereby it appeared that Grouws: Wasn-
INGTON, Wy, was elected President, and Jonn
Apams, Esq. Vice President of the United States
of America.

Mr. Mabisoxn, from (he Flonse of Representa-
tives, thus addressed the Senate:

Mr. President: T am dirccted by the House of Re-
presentatives to inform the Senate, that the House
have agrec that the notifications of the election of
the President and of the Vice President of the United
States, shouid be made by such persons, and insuch
manner, as the Senate shall be pleased 1o direct.

And he withdrew.

Whereupon, the Senate appointed CoarrLes
Tuomsox, Esq. 1o notity Geornet WasHiNG-
Tox, Ksq. of his election to the oftice of Presi-
dent of the United States of Awerica, and Mr.
Syrvanus Bourw, fu notify Jorn Apams, Esq,
of his elec! on to the office of Vice President of
the said T7, ited Statcs.

A letter was received fromn James Duane,
IEsq. encle ing resolutions of the mayor, alder-
men, and cormonalty, of the city uf New York,
tendering to Congress the use of the City Hall.

Jumes Mathews was clecled door-keeper,

Tussvay, April 7.

Messis. Krisworru, Parerson, Macray,
StrRONG, LER, Basserr, Fuw, and WiseaTs,
were appointed a commiittec to bring in a bill
fororganizisg the Judiciary of the United States.

Messars, Kriswonrn, Lee, Strone, Macrav,
and Basserr, were appointed a comtuiittee to
prepare rules for the government of the two
Houses in cases of conferenee, and to take un-
der consideration the manner of electing chap-
lains, and to confer thercupon with a committee
of the Touse of Representatives,

The same committee were also to prepare
rules for conducting the business of the Senate.
Wrepxesnav, April 8.

The Senate proceeded to ballot for a Seere-
tary,and Samuer. Aryne Oxis, Bsq. was clected.

Cornelius Maxwell was appointed messen-
ger.

Truursnay, April 9,

Messrs. J.anepon, Jounsown, and Few, were
appointed a committee to make arrangements
for receiviig the President, and were empow-
ered to confer with any committee of the House
ol Represe itatives that may be appointed for
that purpe: o,

Momnay. April 13,

Rareu Izawro, from South Carolina, Cizanrtes
CarroLy, from Maryland, and Grorcs Rrep,
from Delaware, appeared aud took their seats..
_ The report of the committee to prepare rules
for canducting the busingss of the Senate was
read, and ordered to lie for consideration.

Messrs. Jounsox, [zarn, and MacrLay, were
appointed 1 committee to confer with any com-
mittee appointed on the part of (he House of
Representatives, upou the future disposition of
the papers 1 the office of the late Secrefary of
C('nlgn’:a, and report thereou, '

The commnittee appotnted Lo make urrange-
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Amendments to the Conslitution.

[June 8, 1789 .

request us to take measures for this purpose, I
would give my sanction to any which would be
likely to bring about such an event.

But to return to my argument. It being the
case that those States are not yet come into the
Union, when they join us, we shall have another
list of amendments to eonsider, and another
bill of rights to frame. Now,in my judgment,
1t is better to make but one work of it when-
ever we set about the business.

But in what a situation shall we be with re-
spect to those (oreign Powers with whom we
desire to be in treaty? 'They look upon us as
a nation emerging into figuie and impo tance.
Bat what will be their opinien, it they see us
unable to retain the national advantages we
have just gaimed? They will smile al our in-
fantine efforts to obtain consequence, and treat
us with the contempt we have hitherto borne
2;7 reason of the imbecility of our Government.

an we expect to enterinto a commercial com-
petition with any of them, while our system is
incomplete? And how long it will 1emain in
such a situation, if we enter upon amendments,
God only knows. Our instability will make
us objects of scorn, We are not eontent wilh
two revolutions in less ihan fourleen years; we
must enter wpon a third, without necessily or
propriety. Our (aith will be like the punica fides
of Carthage; and we shall have none that will
repoge confidence in us. Why will gentfemen
press us to propose amendments, while we are
without experience? Can they assure {hem-
selves that the amendments, as they call them,
will not want amendments, as soon as they are
adopted? [ will not tax gentlemen with a de-
sire of amusing the people; I believe they vene-
rate their country too much for this; but what
more can amendments lead to? That part of
the constitution which is proposed to be altered,
way be the most valuable part of the whole;
and perhaps those who now clamor for akbtera-
tions may, ere long, discover that they have
marred a good Government, and rendered thejr
own liberties inseeure. I again repeat it, this
is not the time for bringings forward amend-
ments and, notwithstanding (he honorable gen-
tleman’s ingenious arguments on that point, I
am now more strongly persuaded itis wrong.

1f we actually find the constitution bad upon
experience, or the rights aned privileges of 1he
peaple in davger, I here pledge myself to step
forward among the first fiiends of liberty to
prevent the evil; and if nothing else will avail,
I will draw my sword in the defence of free-
dom, and cheerfully immolale at that shrine
my property and my life.  But how are we now
proceeding? Why, on nothing more than_the-
oretical speculation, pursuing a mere ignis
Jatuus, which may lead us into serious embar-
rassments. "The unperfections of the Govern-
ment are now unknowns; let it have a faic teial,
and I will be bound they show themselves; then
we can lell where to apply the remedy, so as
to secure the greal object we are aiming at.

There are, Mr. Speaker, a number of twmpor-

tant bitls on (he table which require despatchs
but I amn afraid,if we enter on this business, we
shall not be able to atiend to them for a long
time. Look, sir, over the long list of amend-
ments proposed by some of the adopting States,
and say, when the House could get through the
discussion; and I believe, sir, every one of those
amendments will come before us. Gentlemen
may feel themselves ealled by duty or inclina~
tion to eppuse them. How arc we then 1o extri-
cate ourselves [rom (his labyrinth of basiness®
Certainly we shall lose much of onr valuable
time, without any advantage whatsoever, [
hope, therefore, the gentleman will press us no
further; he has done his duty, and acquitted
himself of the obligation under which he lay.
He may now acce(Te to what } take to be the
sense of the House, and let the business ol
amendments lie over until next spring; that
will be soon enough to take it up to any good
purpose.

Mr. Genry.—] do not rise to go into the
merits or demerits of the subject of amend-
ments; nor shall I make any other obsecvations
on (he molien for going into a Committee of the
whale on the state of the Tnion, which is now
withdrawn, than merely (o say, that, referring
the subject to that committee, 1s treating it with
the dignity its imporlance requires. ButI con-
sider 1t improper to take up this business, when
our attention is occupied by other important ob-
Jeets. ' We should despatch the subjeets now on
the table, and let this lie over until a period of
wmore leisure for discussion and attention. The
gentleman fram Virginia says it is neeessary to
gointo a consideration of this sabject, in order
to salisfly the people. [For my part, I eaunot
be of his opinion. The people know we are
employed in the erganization ol the Govern-
ment, and cannot expecl that we should forege
this business for any other. But I would not
have it understood, that I am against entering
upon amendments when (he proper time ar-
rives. [ shall be glad to set about it as svon as
possible, but I wonld not stay the operations of
the Government on (his account. 1 think with
the gentleman from Delaware, (Mr. VINING, }
that the great wheels of the political machine
should first be set in motion; and with the gen-
tleman {rom Georgia, {Mr. Jackson,) that the
vessel ought to be got under way, lest she lie
by the wharf till she beat off her rudder, and
run herselfa wreek on shere.,

I suy I wish as early a day as possible may be
assigned for taking up this business, in order to
prevent the neeessily which the States may think
themselves under of calling & new convention.
For [ am not, str, one of those bhnd admirers
of this system, who think it all perfeetion; nov
am [ so blind as not to see its beanties. The
truth is, it partakes of husmanily; in it is blend-
ed virtue and vice, errors and execlience.

' But I think, if it is referred {o a new conven-

tion, we run the risk of Tosing some ol ils best
propertiess this is a case I never wish Lo see.
Whatever might have been my sentiments ok
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the ratification ef the constitation without
amendments, my sense now is, that the salva-
tion of Anerica depends upon the establishment
of this Government, whether amended or not.
if the constitution which is now ratified should
not be supported, I despair of ever having a
Government of these United States,

I wish the subject to be considered early for
another reason. There are two States not in the
Union; it would be a very desirable circum-
stance to gain them. T should therefore be in
favor of such amendments as might tend to in-
vite them and gain their confidence; good po-
licy will dictate to us to expedite that event.
Gentlemen say, that we shall not obtain the
consent of two-thirds of both Houses to amend-
ments.  Are gentlemen willing then to throw
Rhode Island and North Carelina into the situ-
ation of foreign natious? They have told you
that they cannot accede to the Union, unless
certain amendmenis are made 1o the constitu-
tion; if you deny a compliance with their re-
quest in that particular, you refuse an accom-
modation to bring about that desirable event,
and leave them detached from the Union.

I have ancther reason {or going early into
this business. It is necessary to establish an
energetic Government. My idea of such a
Government is, that due deliberation be had in
making laws, and efliciency in the execution.
I hope, in this country, the latter may obtain
without the dread of despotism. 1 would wish
1o see the execution of good laws irresistible.
But from the view which we have already had
of the disposition of the Government, we seem
really to be afraid to administer the powers
with which we arcinvested, lest we give offence.
WWe appear afraid to exercise the constitutional
powers of the Government, which the welfare
of the State requires, lest a jealousy of our
powers be the consequence. What is the rea-
son of this timidity? Why, because we see a
great body of our constituents opposed to the
constitution as it now stands, who are appre-
hensive of the enormous powers of Govern-
ment. Buat if this business is taken up, and
it is thought proper to make amendments. it
will remove this diffieulty. Let us deal fairly
and candidly with our constituents, and give
the subject a full discussion; after that, I have
no doubt but the decision will be such as. upon
examination, we shall discover to be right. 1t
it shall then appear proper and wise to reject
the amendments, I dare to say the reasons for
s0 doing will bring conviction to the people out
of doors, as well as1t will to the members ol
this House; and they will acquiesce in the de-
cision, though they nay regret the disappoint-
ment of their fondest hopes for the security of
the liberties of themselves and their posterity.
Thus, and thus only, the Government will have
its due energy, and accomplish the end for
which it was instituted.

I am against referring the subject to a select
committee, because I conceive it would be dis-
respectful to those Stales which have proposed

amendments. The conventions of the States
counsisted of the most wise and virtuous men
of the community; they have ratified this con-
stitution, in full confidence that their objec-
tions would at least be considered; and shall
we, sir, preclude them by the appointment of a
special committee, to consider of a few propo-
sitions brought forward by an individual gen-
tleman? Isitin conlemplation that the com-
mittee should have the subject at large before
them, or that they should report upon the par-
ticular amendments just mentioned, a$ they
think proper? And are we to be precluded
from the consideration of any other amendments
but those the committee may report? A select
committee must be considered improper, be-
cause it is putting their judgments against that
of the conventions which have proposed amend-
ments; but if the comnittee are to consider the
matter at large, they will be liable to this ob-
jection, that their report will only be waste of
time. For if they do not bring forward the
whole of the amendments recommended, indi-
vidual members will consider themselves bound
to bring them forward for the decision of the
House. I would therefore submit, if gentle-
men are determined to proceed in the business
at this time, whether it is not better that it
should go, in the first instance, to a Committee
of the whole, as first proposed by the gentle-
man from Yirginia?

Seme gentlemen consider it necessary to do
this to satisfy our constituents. I think refer-
riug the business to a special committee will
be attempting to amuse them with trifles. Qur
fellow-citizens are possessed of too much dis-
cernment not to be able to discover the inten-
tion of Congress by such procedure. It will
be the duty of their representatives to tell thein,
if they were not able to discover it of them-
selves, they require the subject to be fairly con-
sidered; and if it be found to be improperto com-
ply with their reasonable expectations, to tell
them so. I hope there is no analogy between
federal and puntc faith; but unless Congress shall
candidly consider the amendinents which have
been proposed in confidence by the State con-
ventions, federal faith will not be considered
very ditterent from the punica fides of Carthage.
The ratification of the constitution in several
States would never have taken place, had they
not been assured that the objections would hive
been duly attended to by Congress. And I
believe many members of these conventions
would never have voted for it, if they had not
been persuaded that Congress would notice
them with that candor and attention which their
importance reqaires. I will say nothing re-
specting the amendments themselves; they
ought to stand or fall on their own merits. If
any of them are eligible, they will be adopted; if
not, they will be rejected.

Mr. Livermore was against this motivn; not
that he was against amendments at a proper
time. Itisenjoined on him to act a rational
part i procuring certain amendments, and he
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meant to do so; but he could not say what
amendments were requisite, until the Govern-
ment was or%anized. He supposesd the judici-
ary law would contain certain regulations that
would remove the anxiety of the people respect-
ing such amendments as related thereto; be-
cause he thought much of the minutize respect-
ing suits between citizens of differen( States,
&c. might be provided for by law. He could
not agree to make jury trials necessary on eve-
rlv1 occasion; they were not practised even at
this time, and there were some cases in which
a cause could be better decided without a jury
than with one.

In addition to the judiciary business, there is
that which relates to the revenue., Gentlemen
had let an opportunity go through their hands
of getting a considerable supply from the im-
post on the spring importations. e reminded
them of this; and would tell them now was the
time to finish that business; for if they did not
sow in seed-time, they would be beggats in har-
vest. He wag well satisfied in his own mind,
that the people of America did not look for
amendments at present; they never could ima-
gine it to be the first work of Congress.

He wished the concurrence of the Senate
upon entering on this business, because if they
opposed the measure, all the’ Houge did would
be mere waste of time; and there was some lit-
tle difficulty on this point, because it required
the consent of two-thirds of both Houses to
agree té what was proper on this occasion. He
said, moreover, it would be better to refer the
subject genera{ly, if referred to themn at all
than to take up the propositions of individual
members.

Mr. Sseaman.—I do uot suppose the consti-
tution to-be perfect, nor do I imagine if Con-
gress and all the Legislatures on the continent
were torevise it, that their united labors would
make it perfcct. [ do not expect any perlec-
tion on this side the grave in the works of man;
but my opinion is, that we are not at present in
circumstances to make it better. It 1s at won-
der that there has Dbeen such upanimity in
adopting it, considering the ordeal it had to un-
deigo; and the upanimity which prevailed at
its formation is, equally astonishing; amidst all
the members from the twelve States present at
the federal convention, there were only three
whis did not sign the insirument to attest their
opinion of its goodness. Of the cleven States
who have received it, the majority have ratified
1t without proposing a single amendment. "This
circumstance leads me to suppose that we shall
not be able to propose any alterations that are
likely to be adopted by nine Statess and gentle-
men know, before the alterations take effect,
they must be agreed to by the Legislatures of
three-fourths of the States in the Union. Those
States which have not recommended alterations,
will hardly adopt them, unless it is clear that
they tend to make the constitation better. Now
hiow this can be made out to their satisfaction I
am yet to learn; they know of no defect from

people.

experience. It seems to be the opinion of gen-
tlemen generally, that this is not the time for
entering upon the discussion of amendments:
our only question therefore is, how to get rid of
the subject. Now, for my own part, I would
prefer to have it referred to a Committee of the
whole, rather than a special committee, and
therefore shall not agree to the nrotion now be-
fore the House. .

Mr. Gerry moved, that the business lic over
until the 1st day of July next, and that it be
the order for that day. o

Mr. Svmrer.—I congider the subject of
amendments of such great importance to the
Unioun, that I shall be glad to see it undertaken
in any manner, T am not, Mr. Speaker, dis-
posed to sacrifice substance to form; therefore,
whether the business shall originate in a Com-
mittee of the whole, or in the House, is & mat-
terof indifference to me, so that ithe put in train.
Although I am seriously inclined to give this
subject a {ull discussion, yet 1 do not wish it to
be fully entered into al present, but am willing
it should be postponed to a [uture day, when
we shall have more leisure. With vespect to

referring to a select committee, I am rather

against 1t; because 1 consider it as treating the
applications of the State conventions rather
slightly; and I'presume it is the intention of the
House to take those applications into eonsider-
ation as well as any other. If itis not, I think
it will give fresh cause for jealousy; it will
rouse the alarm which is now suspended, and
the people will become clainorous for awend-
ments. They will decline any further applica-
tion to Congress, and resort to the other alter-
native pointed out in the constitution. 1 hope,
therefere, this House, when they do go into the
business, will receive those propositions general-
ly. 'Fhis I apprehend will tend to tranquillize
the public mind, and promote that harmony

| which ought to be kept up between those in the

exercise of the powers of Government, and
those who have clothed them with the anthority,
or, in other_words, hetween Congress and the
Without a harmony and confidence
subsist between them, the ineasurves of Go-
vernment will prove abortive, and we shall have
still to lament that imbecility and weakuess
which have long marked our public councils.
Mr. Vinine found himsell in a delicate situ-

ation respecting the subject of amendments,
He came from a small State, and therefore his
sentiments would not be considered of so much
weight as the sentiments of those gentlemen
who spoke the sense of much larger States.
Besides, his constituents had prejudged the
question, by a unanimous adoption of the con-,
stitution, without suggesting any amendments
thereto.  His sense accorded with the declared
sense of the State of Delaware, and he was
doubly bound to object to amendments which
were either improper or unnecessary. But he
had good reasons for opposing the consideration
of even proper alterations al this time. He
would ask the gentleman who pressed them.
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whether he would be responsible for the risk
the Government would run of being injured by
an interreznum? Proposing amendments at
this time, is_suspending the operations of Go-
vernment, and may be productive of its ruin.

He would not follow the gentleman in his ar-
guments, though he supposed them all answera-
ble, because he would not take up the time of
the House; he contented himself with saying,
that a bill of rights was unnecessary in a Go-
vernment deriving all its powers from the peo-
ple; and the constitution enforced the principle
in the strongest manner by the practical decla-
ration prefixed to that instrument; he alluded
to the words, *“ We the people do ordain and
establish.” ’

There were many things mentioned by some
of the State conventions which he would never
aﬁree to, on any conditions whatever; (hey
changed the principles of the Government, and
were therefore obnexious to its friends. The
honorable gentleman from: Virginia had not
touched upon any of them; he was glad of it,
because he could by no means bear the idea of
an alteration respecting them; he referred to
the mode of obtaining ﬁirect taxes, jodging of
elections, &c.

_He found he was not speaking to the ques-
tion; he would therefore return to it, and de-
clare he was against committing the subject to
a select committee; if it was to be committed
at all, he preferred a Committee of the whole,
but hoped the subject would be postponed.

Mr. Mapison found himself unfortunate in
not satisfying gentlemen with respect to the
mode of introducing the business; he thought,
from the dignity and peculiarity of the subject,
that it ought to be referred to a Committee of
the whole, He accordingly made that motion
first, but finding himself not likely to succeed
in that way, he had changed his ground, Fear-
ing again to be discomfited, he would change
his mode, and move the propositions he had
stated before, and the House might do what
they thought proper with them. Heaccording-
ly moved the propositions by way of resolutions

. to be adopted by the House.

~Mr. Livenmore objected to these proposi-
tions, because they did not take up the amend-
ments of the several States.

M. Pace was much obliged to his colleague
for bringing (he subject forward in the mauner
he had done. He conceived it to be just and
fair. 'What was to be done when the House
-would not refer it to a committee of any sort,
but bring the guestion at once before them? He
hoped it would be the means of bringing about
a decision.

_Mr. Lawrence moved to refer Mr. Mani-
303”s motion to the Committee of the whole on
the state of the Union.

Me, Lk thought it ought to be taken up in
that committee; and hoped his colleague would
bring the propositions before the committee,
when on the state of the Union, as he had origi-
nally intended.

Mr. Boupivor wished the appointment of a
select committee, but afterwards withdrew his
motion, )

Atlength Mr. LawrENce’s motion was agreed
to, and Mr. Mapison’s propositions were or-
dered to be referred to a Committee of the
whole. Adjourned.

Tuespay, June 9.

On motion,

Resolved, That so much of the standing rules and
orders as direct that, upon a division of the
House on any question, the members who vote in
the affirmative shall go to the right, and those in
the negative shall go to the left of the Chair, be
rescinded; and that, in futyre, when a division is
called for, those in the affirmative of the question
shall rise from their seats, and those in the negative
remain sitting.

COLLECTION OF DUTIES.

The House, according to the ovder of the
day, resolved itself into a Committee of the
whole House on the bill to regulate the collec-
tion of duties imposed on goods, wares, and
merchandises, imported into the United States.
Mr. Trumpurr in the chair. Previous to
making any further nomination of ports of en-
try and delivery, it was moved, that the shores,
bays, rivers, creels, and harbors, be divided
into as many districts as there are ports of en-
try in the Uynited States. 'This motion, after a
discussion, was adopted.

It was moved to insert a clause, whereby
masters of ships and other vessels, loaded with
goods, wares, and merchandise, and bonnd in-
to the United States from any foreign port,
should be obliged to produce duplicate mani-
festoes of their respective cargoes, to any offi-
cers of the customs that may demand the same,
previous to their entering the ports of destina-
tion.

This motion gave rise to a lengthy conversa-
tion, which terminated in withdrawing the
mation.

It was then voted, that a collector, a naval
officer, and a surveyor, should be appointed for
each of the following ports, viz: Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Norfolk, and
Portsmouth; Alexandria, Virginia; George-
town, Maryland; Charleston, South Carolina;
and Savannah. The committee then rose and
reported progress, and the House adjourned.

‘WEDNESDAY, June 10.
COLLECTION OF REVENUE.

The House again went into a committee on
the bill to regulate the coliection on imported
goods; Mr. TrumsuLL in the chair.

On motion of Mr. Manisox, a clause was
inserted, which provides °¢ that there shall be
a surveyor at each of the ports of deliver
only,” excepting certain ports to be enumerated.

The motion of Mr. Ames, which was with-
drawn yesterday, was again brought forward
by that gentleman, and adopted as a clause, to
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